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ABSTRACT

The book of James reveals three purposes of Christian’s tribulation. First, it comes from the present argument:
let his endurance have a perfect result which is you become mature and complete, and lack of nothing (1:4). The
second purpose derives from the future argument: blessed the one who endures in the tribulation. Because, after
these things, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love Him (1:12). The last purpose
uses the past argument: He gave us birth with his true word so that we might become the first fruit amongst his
all creations. This article analyses the second and the last purpose through a syntactical analysis.
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INTRODUCTION

Chapter one of the book of James has two kinds of outlines. First, James gives an exhortation. There are
five exhortations throughout chapter one (1:2, 5-6, 9-10, 13, 16). The last two exhortations are presented in
negative way with the word ‘don’t’. Each exhortation speaks of a different topic: mind, prayer, feeling, words, and
belief. The second outline is a reason or purpose of each exhortation. James repeats the same words to denote his

thesis and to move from one topic to another.

1:2-8

Positive Negative

Imperative: Ndocav xapav AynoacBe, adeidotl pou,
dtav nelpaopoig neputécnte nowkiAolg (2).

Reason/Result: ywwokovteg 6tL 10 Sokiptov LUV TG
niiotewg katepyaletat UmopovAv. (3).

f 6€ UTopovr) €pyov TEAELoV EXETw, (va NTE TEAELOL Kal
OAOKANnpoL év undevi Aetmopevol. (4).

Imperative: Ei ¢ Tiq Uu@v Aeinetal codiag, aiteitw Imperative: aiteitw 6¢ év mioteL undev
napd 1ol 5166vtog B0l Aoy AMA®C Kal i SLOKPLVOUEVOG: O yap SLOKPLVOUEVOC EOLKEV
ovelbifovrog, kai So0noetat avt®. (5).
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KAUSWVL Bahdoong avepl{opévw Kail PUTL{OHEVW.

(6).

Result: pn yap oi€obw 6 GvBpwrtog ékeivog Ot
Mugetai © napa tod kupiou, (7)

Reason: avnp diuxoc, akatdotatog &v macalg
Talg 6601¢ avtol. (8)

1:.9-12
Positive Negative
Imperative: KauxdoBw 8¢ 6 adeAdog 6 Imperative: 0 8¢ mAouolog év T Tamewwoet avtod (10a).
Tanewog ev T® UPeL altod (9).

Reason/Result: Tt wg évBoc xoptou mapelevostal (10b)
AveTelev yap 6 HALog oLV T® Ko owvL Kal €€Rpavev TOV
X0pTov, kal 10 dvBog altol é€€neoey, Kal i eUTpEmnEeLla ToU
MPOCWIOU aUToD AnwAeTo: 0UTWG Kal 6 MAoUCLOG €V Talg
nopeiaig attod popavOnoetat. (11).

Result: Makdplog avrp 6¢ Urtopével
TELPACUOV, OTL SOKLUOC Yevopevog Al etal
OV otédavov Thc {wfig Ov énnyyeilato toig
ayan®otv avtov. (12).

1:13-18
Positive Negative
Imperative: undeig nelpalopevog AeyEtw OtL anod Beol
nelpalopat (13a).

Reason: 0 yap Bg0¢ amneipaotog €otv KoKWV, Telpalel &€
a0Tog oUbéva. (13b)

€kaotog &€ melpaletal UTO TG Wolag émBupiag €€eAkOuEVOC
kal Sehealopevog: (14).

Result: eita f émBupio culapoiioa Tiktel apaptiav, f 6&
apaptio anotedecBeioa anokvel Bavartov (15).

Imperative: M mhavacBe, adehdoi pou ayanntoi (16).

Reason: ndoa §6o1g dyadr| kal mév Swpnua
TéAelov AvwBEév €oTiv kataPatvov anod tol
ToTPOC TRV GWTWY, ap’ @ oUK &vi
niapodayn A Tportfig anookiaoua. (17)
Purpose/Result: BouAnBeig dnekinoev
AREC Adyw AAnBeiag eic TO elvat APEC
amapynv twa tov avtod ktioudtwy. (18)

RESEARCH METHOD
This article uses syntactical analysis as its research method. A syntactical analysis is a method that seeks

out the relationship between a word with the other words. In other words, this article analyzes the function of

nominative such as either a nominative subject or predicate nominate. Nominative itself is a form and it needs to

be exegeted its function.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Verse 16

Text

Mn mhoviebe, adelpol pov dyomnTol.

Analysis
Mn| nhavicbe] ‘do not be deceived’. Imperfective aspect.

adedpoi pov ayamntoi] ‘my beloved brothers’. Simple address of vocative.

Verse 17

Text
oo S6G1C Ayadn Kol v Shpnua TEAEIOV dvenbEv oty KoTafoivov Gmd Tod TUTPOC TV PHOTOV, TP ¢ OVK Ev

TapaAlayn f| Tpomiig drookKiacia.

Analysis

maca 80015 dyadn] ‘every good gift’. Nominative subject of éotv.

kol v ddpnua tédetov] ‘and every perfect present’. Nominative subject of éotiv.

Gvwbév] ‘from above’.

katapaivov] ‘coming down’. Predicate participle.

amo tod matpdg] ‘from the Father’. This preposition with a genitive case indicates the source.
0V eotev] ‘of lights’. Genitive of product.

nap’ ®] ‘with whom’. Association.

oUk &vi] ‘there is no’. State.

maporroyn] ‘change (variation)’. Nominative subject of o0k &vi. Appears only in here. It seems James wants to
contrast to verse 6.

i tpomi|g dmookiaoua] ‘or shadow of turning’. Nominative subject of ovk &vi.

Verse 18

Text

BovinBeic amexvnoey Nuog Aoy dAndeiog i o lvon Hudc dmapyiv Tve TdV adTod KTIGUATMV.

Analysis

BovAnbeic] ‘with willingness’. Participle of manner.
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anexvnoev] ‘he gave birth’. Constative aorist. Perfective aspect and semelfactive. Contrast verse 15.
Nuag] ‘us’. Accusative of direct object of dmexinoev.

Adyow] ‘with the word’. Dative of means.

aAnbeiog] ‘truth’. Descriptive genitive.

gic 10 eivan] ‘so that might’. This construction indicates a purpose.

nuag] ‘we’. Accusative of subject infinitive.

amopynv twva] ‘certain first fruit’. Predicate accusative.

TOV 00ToD KTIopdtv] ‘among his creatures’. Partitive genitive.

Verse 19

Text
"Tote, AdeA@oi pov dyonntoi- £ot® 8¢ mag AvOpTOG TS €ig TO dkodoatl, Ppadvg €ig 0 Aaifjoat, Ppadvg &ig

opynv

Analysis

"Tote] ‘you know (this)’. Perfective present.

adeApot pov dyamntoi] ‘my beloved brothers’. Simple address of vocative.
g€otm] ‘let (human being) be. Command.

6¢] ‘now’.

nag avOpwmog] ‘human being’. Nominative subject. Cf 1:9; 2:20, 24; 3:8-9; 5:17.
tayvg] ‘quick’. Predicate nominative.

€ig 10 axovoat] ‘to hear’. This construction indicates a purpose or reference.
Bpadic] ‘slow’. Predicate nominative.

€ig 10 AoAfjoat] ‘to speak’. This construction indicates a purpose or reference.
Bpadic] ‘slow’. Predicate nominative.

eig 0pynv] ‘to anger’. Purpose or reference.

Verse 20

Text

opy”n Yap Gvopog dikatocuvny Beod ob katepydleTal.

Analysis

James repeats the word opyn.

opyn] ‘anger’. Nominative subject of kotepyaletar. This verb appears first at 1:3.
vap] ‘because’. Causal.

avopog] ‘of man’. Attributed genitive.

dwkaroovvnv] ‘the righteousness’. Accusative of direct object of katepyaletar.
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Beod] ‘of God’. Attributed genitive.

o kotepyaletat] ‘(the anger of man) does not achieve. Gnomic present. Imperfective aspect.

Verse 21

Text
310 dmoBépevor micov pumapiay Kol mepioceiay Kakiag &v mpadtntt S6Eaches TOV ELpuToV AdYoV TOV Suvapevoy

oMCOL TAG YUYOS DUOV.

Analysis

610] ‘therefore’. Inferential Conjunctions.

amoBéuevot] ‘getting rid’. Attenandt circumstance participle.

nacov pomapiav] ‘every moral uncleanness’. Accusative of direct object of dnobéuevot.
neprooeiav] ‘abunandce’. Accusative of direct object of dmo6éuevor.

kakiog] ‘of evil’. Attributed genitive.

v mpodmm] ‘with humility’. Manner.

6¢Eacbe] ‘receive’. Perfective aspect.

Tov Epeutov Adyov] ‘implanted word’. Accusative of direct object of 6éEac0e.
tov duvapevov] ‘which able’. This article has a function as a relative pronoun.
o®oat] ‘to save’. Complementary infinitive.

1O Woyac] ‘souls. Accusative of direct object of cdoar.

vudv] ‘your’. Possessive genitive.

Verse 22

Text

IveoBe 6¢ momrtai Adyou Kai pr| poévov dkpoatol Toparoyliopevot E0nTog.

Analysis

I'veobe] ‘be’. Imperfective aspect.

0¢] ‘and’. Connective.

nomtal Adyov] ‘doers of the word’. Nominative subject of I'ivesBe. Descriptive genitive.

Kol pun povov dxpoarai] ‘and not only forgetful hearers. Nominative subject of I'ivecbe.

naporoyopevor Eavtovg] ‘who deludes’. BDAG interprets it as deceive as well. Accusative of direct object of

£00TOVG.
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Verse 23

Text
b1 &l T1g dkpoathg AdYov oTiv kol 00 Tom g, 00Tog £otkev Avdpi KaTavoodvTl TO TPOCONOV THC

yevéoems aOToD £V E6OTTP®-

Analysis
James repeats the word dxpoatnig Adyov and momnric. James also provides the reason. James likes to
present an imperative with its reason, and illustration.
611] ‘for’. Causal.
€l. .. éotiv] ‘if ... is’. This construction indicates the first-class condition: the assumption of truth for the sake of
argument (Wallace 690).
Tig] ‘anyone’. Nominative subject of éotiv.
axpoatng Adyov] ‘a hearer of the word’. Predicate nominative of €otiv.
kai ov Tomtng] ‘and not a doer’. Predicate nominative of €otiv.
gowcev] ‘is like’. Perfect with a present force. This verb appears only in Job (6:3, 25) and James (1:6, 23). Cf
Genesis 1:26 (eikdv). Stative aspect. Appears in 1:6 as well.
avopi] ‘a man’. Dative direct object of £ouev.
katavoodvtl] ‘contemplates’. Predicate participle.
10 tpdownov] ‘face’. Accusative of direct object of katavoodvrt.
TG yevéoewg adtod] ‘his origin’. Genitive of reference.

&v éo6mtpm] ‘in the mirror’. Spatial.

Verse 24
Text

KATEVONGEY Yap EaVTOV Koi BmeMiAvOev kai evBéng dnedddeto dmoiog Mv.

Analysis

James repeats kaTovVoE®.

katevonoev] ‘he contemplated’. Constative aorist or gnomic aorist. Perfective aspect and accomplishment.
vap] “for’. Causal.

¢avtov] ‘himself’. Accusative of direct object of katevonoev.

kol aneAnivbev] ‘then he has departed’. Transitional conjunction and gnomic perfect. Perfective aspect and
semelfactive.

kol evfémc] ‘and immediately’. James uses immediately only in this verse.

énehdBeto] ‘he forgot’. Constative (consummative) aorist or gnomic aorist. Perfective aspect. State aktionsart.

omoioc] ‘what kind of person’. Predicate nominative of fv.
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Verse 25
Text
0 6¢ mapakOYOGS €1 VOOV TEAEIOV TOV ThG EAevBepiag Kol mapapeivog 00K AKPOATNG ETIANGLOVIG

yevouEVOg GALL TOMTRG EpYov, 00TOG HoKAPLog &v Tf] Tooel avtod EoTal.

Analysis
This verse repeats some words in 1:22-23.
0 ... moapokOyag] ‘he who looks intently’. Substantival participle and pendent nominative.
6¢] ‘but’. Adversative.
€ig vopov téhetov] ‘into the perfect law’. The word ‘perfect’ appears five times in the book of James (1:4 [2x], 17,
25; 3:2). Preposition gig plus accusative case indicates location. NASB gives bible references to law: Joh 8:32; Rom
8:2; Gal 2:4; Gal 6:2; Jam 2:12; 1Pe 2:16.
TV Tl éhevBepiag] ‘which of liberty’. The article here functions as a relative pronoun. Attributive participle.
kai] ‘and’. Connects two participles.
napapeivag] ‘continues’. Substantival participle.
00K . . . yevopevog] ‘not ... becoming’. The function of this participle is difficult to determined. It could be a
substantial participle, or manner, or complementary participle.
axpoatng émincpoviig] ‘a hearer of forgetfulness’. A predicate nominative and attributive genitive. The word
forgetfulness only appears in the book of James.
GALG] ‘but’. Adversative.
momng €pyov] ‘a doer of work’. A predicate nominative and descriptive genitive.
ovtoc] ‘this man’. Nominative subject of &otat.
pokaplog] ‘blessed’. Predicate nominative of £otat.
&v ] momoet] ‘in the work’. This preposition with dative case indicates a location.
avtod] ‘of him’. Subjective genitive.

gota] ‘(this man) shall be’. Impersonal verb and it denotes a state.

Verse 26
Text
Ei 11¢ Sokel Opnokdg sivar pn yoAvoyoy@dv yAdcoay avtod AL’ amatdy kapdioy oadTod, ToVTov HATonog 1
Opnoxeia.
Analysis

Ei. .. dokel] ‘if . .. (anyone) thinks. This construction indicates the first-class condition: the assumption of truth for
the sake of argument (Wallace 690).

T1G] ‘anyone’. Nominative subject of dokel.

Opnoxog] ‘religious. Predicate nominative. It appears only once in the book of James.

sivat] ‘to be (he is)’. Subject of infinitive.

un xoAvayoydv] ‘but not bridle’. It appears only once in the book of James. Manner.

yYAdooav] ‘tongue’. Accusative of direct object of yaAvoywy@v.
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avtod] ‘of him’. Possessive genitive.

aALG] ‘exclamatory force’. Exclamatory force.

amatdv] ‘deceive’. Manner. What is the meaning of this participle? Mislead or deceive.
kopdiav] ‘heart’. Accusative of direct object of dnatdv.

avtod] ‘of him’. Possessive genitive.

tovtov] ‘of him’. Possessive genitive.

partatog] ‘worthless. Predicate nominative.

1 Opnoxkeia] ‘religion’. Nominative subject. It appears only once in the book of James.

Verse 27

Text

Opnokeia kabapd kol dpiovtog mopd @ Bed kol Tatpl avtn €otiv, Emokéntecot OpEOVOLS Kol Y1pag v
] OAMyEL avTdV, GoTIAOV E0VTOV TNPETY AT TOD KOGHLOV.
Analysis
James repeats Opnokeia.
Opnokeio kabopd kai dpiovrtoc] ‘pure and undefiled religion’. Predicate nominative of éotiv.
mapd t@ Bed] ‘before God’. Sphere.
kai matpi] ‘and Father’. Connective.
abt] ‘this’. Nominative subject of €otiv.
€otiv] ‘(this) is’. Impersonal verb.
gmoxéntecar] ‘to visit (care)’. BDAG says to visit with a helpful intent. Appositional infinitive.
opeovovg Kol yfpag] ‘orphans and widows. Accusative of direct object of émickéntechat.
&v 1] OMyet] “in (their) affliction’. Temporal.
avt®v] ‘of them’. Subjective genitive.
domiov] ‘unstained’. Double accusative object-complement.
¢ovtov] ‘oneself’. Double accusative object-complement.
mpeiv] ‘to keep’. Appositional infinitive.

amo tod kéopov] ‘away from the world’. Separation.

CONCLUSION

This syntactical analysis demonstrates that there are two enemies of human beings: external and internal.
James reveals, however, that the external enemy is not really the believers’ problem. It just provokes the problem of
the heart. In other words, the main problem is not the external one, but it is the heart problem. Thus, James encourages
the believers to use an external problem as a mirror to the internal problem. Then, the believers should fix their heart

problems instead of the external problem.
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